
Or. Edward R. Dyer 
Space Sclenca Board SecrotarIat 
I I&f5 19th Street, ww., R00a 7r6 
Washington 6, 0. C. 

Dear Dr. Dyer: 

Apropos your mmo dated bbvember 13. I bet leve that every cwrrlttm 
that has concarned ItreIf wlth planetary problems has rea&ed nurclh the 
same conclusion mmely that a great deal of important preparatory work 
rmatns to be done ln tetrestrtal laboratories and from terrostrtal 
observatarles if we are to make the most effoctivs use of eventual 
space probes. Dr. Edson’s temerks are particularly to the point; 
I wonder If the most dlff icult problem mey be to reef&Et, Indeed 
to find, the competent people to do the work that he suggests. 
However, It ls porslble that P more pub1 lclty Is given to this 
problem this in ltsslf may motivate a number of people to go lnto 
planetary work. 

There 1s a rerlow problem as to whether NASA or NSF should have 
prlmery r~rponrfbl1Ity for furthering research ln these dlroctionr. 
1 bellevs that tha measure of the problem is so well understood that 
it is possibly supetarogrtory for more comlttae work at an advisory 
I evst . Instead, 1 wonder if It would not suffice to merely nltat8te 
and add mre weight to the spaclfic recam~M atIeRs from tha Qmm 
Sclenca Barrd that tha edmtnlotmttom of M6Q and NASA gat tqet#w 
to work out a detailed plan. 

Yours s J ncefrl yy 

Joshua Loderberg 
Professor of Genetics 


